Case report: complete lymphatic staging in breast cancer by lymphoscintigraphy and sentinel node biopsy.
The status of the lymph nodes in the axilla and in the internal mammary chain are the most significant prognostic factors for survival in breast cancer. Lymphoscintigraphy shows lymphatic drainage outside the axilla, most often to the internal mammary nodes, usually in 20% to 30% of breast cancer patients, when intraparenchymal techniques of the radioactive tracer injection are used. Lymphoscintigraphy and sentinel node biopsy are potential tools for more accurate staging in breast cancer, because they provide additional information compared to axillary staging alone. We report a breast cancer case with 10 hot spots in five different lymphatic basins (axilla, internal mammary chain, intramammary, infraclavicular, and high interpectoral) in the lymphoscintigraphy.